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AcsT1:-;1 No\·cmber 20: is.;o. 
House met pursuant to ndjournment-roll cnlled-qnorum 

present. . . . 
Absentees-Messrs. Hee, Bryen, Crump: Fields, \.11let, Lewi~, 

Owen, Polk, RunnelE:, Shepard, Stewart and. Winfield. 
Journal of vesterdny read nnd ndopted. 
Mr. Tarran·t submi.ted the petition of citizens of Ilendcrs~n 1111d 

Kaufman cour,ties, prayin!f n chnnge of t!1e bo1111d!1ry 1.!ucs of 
Henderson county i referred to the comm1t1ee on Counties aml 

• County Boundaries. 
Mr. T nrrantsubmilled the petition of licnjnh Goodwin, pray· 

ir.~ for relief; referred to the co_~miuce ~II Prh·nte Lnnd <;loims . 
.Mr. Boen rt. submitted the peu uon of " m. P. Burnes nml John 

A. BurnPs, prnying for relief; re£erred to the commlltce on P11-
vate Land Clnims. 

Mr. Bocrart submitted the petition of Thomns Rnttnn, prnying 
for relief;:. referred to the commillee on Pri vnte Lnnd Cini ms. 

llr. Charlton, chairman of the committee on County Boundn
rics, made lhe following report: 

Co:uM1'rTEE Roo,11 November 20, t...:>o. 
Hon. C. G. K Ei::NAN1 

Speaker of lite llo11se of R cpresc11tatius: 
The commillee on County Boundnrics, to whom was referrcu 

the petition of the citizens of Denton county, praying the utnL· 
11shment of their connty seat, hnve hnd the snme under consider
ation and have instructed me to report the accompanying bill, nnd 
recommend its pnssa~e. 

Report and bill laid on the table, to come up among the orders 
of the day. 

Mr. Hendricks introduced a bill to require the judges of the 
District Courts of the State to l\lternnte in holding the courts in 
-their respective districts; rule suspended, and bill referred to the 
Judiciary committee. 

Mr. Stapp introduced a bill for the benefit of certain peNons 
therein named; read first time. 

On m~tion of Mr. Franklin, the ml~ was suspended, bill read 
second lll'D(', and referred to the committee on the Public Debt. 

On motion of Mr. Clements, Mr. Wigfall was added to the 
Joint Select committee on the Governor's Messa~e. 

On motion of :Mr. Shepard, Mr. Hunt was added to the com
mittees on Claims and Accounts, State Affai;s and Federal Rela· 
lions. 



On motion of l\lr. Lloyd, the House proceedP.d lo the orders of 
the day, and to the business on tho Speaker's table. 

ORDERS OF TIIP. DAY. 
A resolution to cliang-e the order of business; read second time. 
On motion of l\lr. Dickson. n call of the House was ordered. 
On motion of Mr. Scott, a further call wns suspended. 
On motion of Mr. Runnels, the resolution above referred to 

was laid on the table for one hour. 
A bill to incorporate Fayette Academy, in the county of Fay· 

ette; read second time; and on motion of Mr. Russell, laid on 
the table for the present. 

On million of Mr. Clements, the llouse adjourned until 3 
o'clock P. l\L 

3 O'CLOCK P. :If. 

House met pursuant to ndjournment-roll called-quorum 
present. 

A resolution changing the order of business being the specinl 
order. / 

Mr. Bryan offered the following amendment : aftor the word 
c: therewith,:' in fourth line, in~ert i: and regulating the clcctioa 
of .lud2'es of the Supreme Court/' 

.Mr. Taylor of Cass offored an amendment to Mr. Bryan ·s 
amendment, as follows : IC and the organization of the Suprem<i 
Conrt ol the Stale of 'l'exas ;'' which wns rejected. 

On motion n call of tho Honse wns ordered. 
On motion, n. further call was i;uspended. 
Mr. Lott offered the following amendment to Mr. Bryan'3 

amendment: IC !Ind the appointment of nn Attorney Ge11eral m 
casrs where the present Attorney cannot act ;" adopteu. 

'I'he qne!ltion then being taken upon the adoption of Mr. Bry
:m's amendment ns amended, wns carried. 

!\Ir. Stapp moved to lay the resolution upon the table; upon 
which motion the yeas nncl nays wsre called, and stood as foi
lows: 

Yens-Messrs. S~aker, Bogart, Clements, Cochran, Crump, 
Franklin, Hendricks, Lloyd, Lott, Owen, H.nssell, Selman, Shep
ard, Smith of Red River, Smith of Shelby, Stapp, Tarrant, Tay
lor of Harrison, Wigfall nnd Williams-20. 

Nays-Messrs. Brynn, Burney, Chnrlron, Dickson, Ha1deman 
of Na<:o~doches, Hnrdt:man of 'l'raYis, Holland, Hnnt, Johnson, 
Jowers, McKinney, Patrick, Polk, Reynolds, Runnel!!, Scott 
~haw, Speights, Sterne, Stewarl, Taylor of Cass and Wrer.-22. 

So the IDDtion to lay on the table was lost. 
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Mr. Holland, moved the ndoption of the rcsoluti.on, upon wl1ich 
the yeas and nays were called for nn<l stood ns IOJlows: 

Yeas: Mes.;rs. Speaker, Bryan, Burney, .~lrnr!ton, Dicl~son, 
Hardeman of Nncoadochcs. llardcmnn of l rav1s, Hendricks, 
Holland, Hunt, fohn';on, Jo\yt!rs, McKinney, Hcynolds, Hunnels: 
Scott, Shaw, Spcialijs, Stewart, 'l'nylor of Cn5s nnd W ~en .-:11 
~ays: Messrs. Bognrt, Clements: {)ochrnn, Grump, I· rnnklrn, 

Lloyd, Lott, Owen, Patrick, Polk, Russell: Selinnn, Sh;pard, 
Smith of Red River, Snii1h of Shell.Jr, Stopp, Sterne1 Tnrrnnt, 
Taylor of Hairison, Wigfall antl Williruns-~l. So the 
resolutic.n was rejected. 

~Ir. William~, chairman of the joint solrct committco"on the 
part of the House, to whom wns referred such portions of the mes· 
sage of His Excellency, the Governor, as rcfors to the propositions 
made by the Uuited 8tntes to the Stale of 'l'exns, relat1\°C to the 
~ale of our NorthweHern territory. etc., made the following rcpor t: 

CoM:.nTTt:i:: RooM, .\ustin, l'iov. 20, l 50. 
Hon. C. G. KE1-:r.·.,:-;, 

Speaker of the !louse of flC]?TCsc11t<1tivcs: 
The select commilleo of tho Senate nud Houre of Repn!sentn

tives to whom wns referred such portions of the Governors mes
~age as refers to the propositions made hy the Cnite<l States lo the 
St3te of Texas relative to the est(lhlishment of our boundaries
cession of claim to territory exterior to the boundary in said pro
})Ositions contained, etc., etc., hnve hnd the same under condidern
tion, nnd a majority thereof, satisfied that a large majority of the 
people of Texas are willing to accept the !!aid propositionuceor
din{5" to th<' meaning nnd intent thereof; therf!fore n mRjority ol 
saia committee hnvc instructed ns to report the hill herewith ac
companying and to recommend its passage, to wit: 

A bill accepting the propositions made by the U. States to the 
State of Texas, in an act of the Congrel'ls oflhc U. States, approved 
the 9th of September, 1850, entitled 11 an act proposing to the 
State of 'l'cxas tho c'itnblishmcnt of her Northern and Western 
ho~ndnries, the relinquishment by the said State of all territory 
cln1mcd by her esterior to said boundaries and of all her clain:s 
upon the United States, and to cstal>lish a 'l'erritorial Govern· 
ment for New Mexico." 
lV!tcreas, said propositions nre contained in the first section of 

said net, in the following words and fi1?Ure1, to wit: "Be it en
acted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Uni
~ Stntcs of America in Congress assembled, That the follow~ 
mg propositions shall be, and the same hereby ore offered to 
lhe State of 'l'exns1 which when agreed to by the sald State in 
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' nn act passed by the General Assembly, shall be binding and 
obligatory upon the United Stales and upon the said State of 
Texas : pro1:ided, the said agrcoment by the snid General As
sembly shnll I.Jc ~iven on or before the first dny of Decem
ber, eighteen hundred and fifty. 
First: The State of Texas will ngrec that lier boundary <lll 

the north shall commence at the point nt which the meridian of 
one hundred degrees west from Greenwich is i11~ersectcd by the 
parallel of thirty-six de!frecs thirty minutes north latitude, and 
shall run from said point due west to the meridian of one hun
dred aud three degrees west from Greenwich, thence her boun
dary shall run due somh to the thirty-second degree of north 
latitude, thence on the said pnral lei of thirty-two de~rees of north 
latitude ti' the Rio Bravo del Nerte, nnd thence with the ch:mnel 
of soid river to the Gulf of Mexico. 

Second : 'l'he St:ite of 'l'exns cedes to the U11itcd States nil 
her claim to territory exterior to the I imits and boundnriesi which 
~he a~rees tQ estahhsh hy the first nrllclc of this n~reement. 

Third. 'l'he ~tntc of 'l'e.xas relinquishe!l nil claim upon 
the United States for linbility of the dehts of Tex1ic;, nnd for com! 
pens1ttion or indemnity for the surrl!nller to the United Stntes of 
her ships, forts, nrscnnls, cus101ohonscs, customlionse re\'~nuc, 
~rms nn<l munitions ot war, and pnl>lic buildings with their sites, 
,,·hich becnme the property of tho Vnitcd Stntes nt the time of the 
annexation. 

Pcurth. '!'he United St~tes in consideration of sni<l es1111J
lishment of honndnries, cession of clnim to territorry, nnd rclin· 
ciuishment of clnims will pny to the Stntc of 'fexas, the sum of 
ten millions ot dollars in a stock bc.uing five per cent. i11tercr;t, 
nnd redeemable at the encl of fourteen years. the interest paynblc 
hnlf yenrly nt the Trensury of 1he Unit~J States. 

Fifth. lmmedi11tel y nftfr the Prm;idcnt of the United SIRies shall 
ha\·e been fu rnishccl with nn authentic copy of the net of the Gen
eral Assembly ofTexns :icceptin!! these propo!:itions, he sh nil cnuse 
the stock to he issued in fl\vor of tho Stale of Texas, ns provi· 
ded for in the fourth article of this narccment: Provided also. 
'!'hat no more than five millions of snid stock shnll be issued un
til. the creditors of the State holding IJonds and other certilicntes' 
of stock of Texas, for which duties on imports were speciallr 
pled!!ecl. shnll first file at the Trcnsurv of lhe liniled Stntes, re
leases of nil clnirn agninst the United ·states for or on nccount of 
s:iid bonds or ccrtificntcs, in such form ns shall be prespribed b~· 
the Secretary of the 'L'rcasnry nnd approved l)y the President of 
the LT11itcd Srntcs: Provided, That nothing herein contained , 
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!i1n\l be construed to 'impair or qualify nny.tl!ing contn~ned in the 
third article of the s~cond section of the Joint resolution for nn
nexino- Texas to the l)nited Stales, appro\·ed ~farch lirs1, eii:rhtecn 
hund~d and forty-fh·e either as regurds the number ot States 
1hat may hereafter be tdrmed out of the State of 'l'e.:<1191 or other
wise. 

T!terefore, 1st. Be it enacted by tlie Legislaturr. nf Ilic Stale 
of 1'e.ras, That the said Legislature herebr agrees to and a~ct•pts 
said propoi.i tions · nnd it is hereby declared that the Stale ot Tex
as shall be bound by the terms thereof, according to their true 
import and meaning. 

2d. 'rhnt the Governor of this Stale be.and he is hrrcbr, request
ed to cause n corr of this net, (lllthenticntcd 1111der !!10 seal of the 
::3tate, t.o be furnished to the Presidclll of 1hc U11111id St~tcs b.Y 
mail as early ns prncticable; anu also a copy ther1?of ccrllfii•d Ill 
like manner, to be trnnsmilled to cnch of the Scnlitbrs and Rcprc
~ntatives of Texas, in Cong-re55, and thnt this act take effect 
from its passage. 

On motion of Mr. Stapp, the rule wns suspended; bill reatl 
second time. 

l\Ir. Wigfall offered the follo,;ing nmcndmcnt.ci to the bill: 
Amendment No. l. Strike out all between the words" Pro

Vlded, nlso," of the 5th clause of the 1st section, nnd the words 
"Provided, that nothinir hnrein contained. :i and insert; 11 Thnt 
the Federal Government shnll have power to retain at the Treas· 
ury of the United States as large nn nmonnt of the ten millions 
offored for that portion of the territory of Texas which it is pro
posed that sho shall cede to 1he United States, as is neceSSt1ry to 
pay the bonds of the State of Tcxns, for which her revenucc; 
arising from impost duties were pledged, acco1ding to their graded 
vnlne, lo be ascertained by the Comptroller of the State of Texas:' 

Amen.dme11t No. 2. Strike out the \\'ords 11 t'lnim to,'' Ill the 
2nd section, and after tlie word "nqreemcnt, n insert: "nnd tlw 
~· States ne-ree that th~ said ~erritory so e~ded by the Stnlc of 
'I cxas, shall not be nrlnnlled 11110 the Union as n Sfntc till it 
s!rnll contain a population as !treat as thnt required for tiie clcc
uon of a member of Congress, at the time the said Territorr 
may npply for arlmission,-nnd that in the nu!antime the lnws of 
Texas shall prevail in i.aid Territory, so ~Kr as the same nre nppli
ca.blc t~ African sl~\·ery: but !hat !he said Territory mny be ad
mitted rnto the Union as a State without reference to population. 
whenever tho Stal~ of Texas shall, by au act of hor Leaislnture: 
agree to the same.'' I'> • 

Mr. Brynn moved that the bill and amendments be laid on th~ 
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table, and mada the special brder for half-past three o'clock to-mor
row,11pon which the yeas and nnyswere cnlled and stood ns follow:;: 

Yens: Messrs. Bryan, Clements, Crump, Franklin, Ilnnt, 
LelVis, Lort, Reynolds, Shepard, Stupp, Tarrant, 'l'aylor of Ilar
nson, and Wi~fo'l-13. 

~nys: Me!:MS. Speaker, Bogart, Burney, Charlton, Cochrnn: 
Dickson, Field!!, llnrdemnn oi Nacogdoches, Hardeman of 'l'rnv
i~, llendric~ll1 llolland, Johnson, Jowers, Lloyd, McKinney: 
Owen, Patrick, Polk, Runnels, Russell, Scott, Selmnn, Shaw. 
Smith of Red River, Smith of Shelb)', Speights, Sterne, Stewart, 
'l'aylorofCass, "\V11liamsand \Vren-31. So tl::e motion was 10~1 • 

. Mr. 'l'nrrant moved thnt the bill be made the special order for 
half-pnsl ten o'clock to-morrow, nnd that the committee on print
ing: be authorized to contract for the printing of fifty copies of the 
bill and amendments. 

Mr. Boza.rt moved n division of the question; carried. 
'l'he question first recurrins:t 11 pon that part of the motion mnk

i ng the hi II the special order for hnl f-pnst ten o'clock to-morrow, 
the yeas nncl nays were called, which 11tood ns follows: 

Yens: Messrs. Brynn, Clements, Cm mp, Fields, Frnnklin, 
Hardeman of 'l'rtl\'i!1, Holland, Hnnt, Lewis, Loll, l\lcl{inner: 
Owen, Polle, Reynold::, Russ<!ll, Shaw, Shepard, Smith of She~
by, Stapp, Tarrant, Taylor of Cnss, 'l'aylor of Harrison, Wigfo: :1 

aud \\ illiruns- 2·1. 
~ays: Messrs Speaker, Ilognrt, Burney, Chorlton, Cochrnn, 

Dickson, lJnrdemnn of Nacogdoches, Hendricks, Johnson, Jow
ers, Lloyd, Pntrick, Runnels, Scott, Selmnn, Smith of Hcd Ri\·cr, 
Speights, Stern<:, Stewart, ontl Wrcn-20. 

So- the motion was adopted. 
The q11cs1ion upon pri11ting fifty copies of the bill nnd 11men<l

ments1 wns then put 11nd carried. 
A messilgc wns received from the Sennte, through their Secrc· 

tary, Mr. Raymond, informing the House thnt the Senate had av· 
pointed a commillce of three, consisting of l\lessrs. Robertson, 
·word and Brashear, to enquire into the nmonnt of the P11bli1! 
Debt, with instructions to report n bill providing for the filing at 
the Comptroller's Office of the State, within a i:tivcn time, nil the 
C\•itlences of indebtedness ogn111st the State, with tho necessary 
releases a~ninst chc LTnited Stntes for her linb1lity for said :Jehl~: 
and requesting the appointment of a I ike committee on the pni t 
of the llonse. 

'l'he Speaker appointed Messrs. Stapp, Taylor of Harrison, 
Bryan, Rnssell and Smith of Red River, to compose said com· 
mittcc on the pnrt of the House. 
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Ur. Scott mo .. ·ed to reconsider lhe vote adopting the journal of 
Monday the 18th inst. . . • 

On motion of Mr. Franldm, the motion of Mr. Scott to recon-
sider was laid on the table for the present. 
O~ motion of Mr. Bogart: the House adjourned until hnlf-past 

nine o'clock to morrow morning. 

AcsT1:-1, ~o,·cmber 21: is.;o. 
House met pursuant to adjournment-roll called-quornm 

present. ., . . 
Absentees-:\Icssrs. Dec1 Durr.er, f rnnkltn, G11lct1 Johnson, 

Jo,vers and Winfield. 
Journal of yesterday reml1 corrected nn1l acloptcd. 
Mr. Russell submilled the petition of Peter l.opez, prnyi11g for 

relief; referred lo committee on Militnry Alfnirs. 
Mr. Selman submined the petition of the heirs of Sion nnd Sa

rah Blythe, prAying for rchef; referred to lhc committee on Pri. 
vate Land Claims. 

Mr. Bryan submitted the petition of Heubr.n R. nrow11, pray
ing for n grant of land; referred to the comrniuee on Private 
Land Clnims. 

Mr. Bryan submitted the petition of sundry citizens of Brazo
ria county, praying for an act of incorporntion for certain pur· 
poses ; referred to the committee on Internal Improvements. 

Mr. Lewis submilted the petition of D. C. Ogden And J. S. 
Sutton, prnying for relief in n certain case; referred to the com· 
m1ttee on State Affairs. 

l\1r. Shepard submitted the petition of the Grnnd Jnry of Wash
ington county, praying the passage of n law quieting disputed 
jurisdictions; referred to the committee on State Affairs. 

Mr. Bogart introduced n bill to aulJ1orize the settlers in Peters' 
Colony lo intervene in snit or suits, in reference to any matter 
ct11rnecterl with ~aid colony contracts, where they have an inter
est : rend first time. 

Mr. Franklin introduced n bill to be entitled an act to amend 
the first section of an act, entitled an net to incorporate (he Gal
veston and flruzos Navigation Company; rend first time· on 
motion, rule suspended, bill read second ume,and referred t~ the 
committee on Internal Improvements. 

Mr. Lloyd introduced n bill to be entitled an act, to amend an 
net entitled an ar.t to organize the Supreme Court of the State 
of Tcxns; read first time. 


